AP European History Online 2010-2011
Part I — Class Description

Instructor:   Meghan Bishop Paher
Address:

BEFORE May 21, 2010         PO Box 55




670 Yellow Hill Rd.





Biglerville, PA  17307

AFTER May 21, 2010
9607 Winter Run Dr.





Houston, TX  77064

Phone:
   (717) 321-5508
E-mail:  mayflower024@yahoo.com 

If you need to talk to me by telephone, you may call me between 9 am and 10 pm Eastern time.  I will respond as soon as possible.
This class description should answer most of your questions.  If not, feel free to contact me.  Please read the acceptance requirements carefully.  

Application Process:

· Apply as soon as possible, since class size is limited.  
· Return the application form to me (NOT to PA Homeschoolers!) via email or snail mail.

· After reviewing it, I will let you know whether or not a student was accepted.  
· If you are accepted, you are expected to send payment to PA Homeschoolers. 

· Registration will ensure a student's place in the class.  The registration process is not considered complete until PA Homeschoolers has sent me confirmation of payment.

Tuition Fee:
· Early Bird Registration: $510

· After July 1: $525
· Tuition fee is payable directly to PA Homeschoolers, via their online order form.  Do NOT send payment to me.
Acceptance Requirements:

· The student must be homeschooled and in grades 10 to 12.  (Advanced 9th graders may be considered.)
· Student should demonstrate high reading and writing skills, as evidenced by test scores or reading list, and a writing sample.  

· Student should preferably have taken (or will be taking this year) a formal high school- or college-level class in English composition skills.

· Ideally, student should have previously taken a history class in high school, or at least in 7th or 8th grades, such as Western Civilization, World History, an AP history class, etc.

· An enthusiastic interest in history is essential, as demonstrated by reading list and/or previous classes taken, trips abroad, etc. Students who take this class for the chief purpose of earning credit are not likely to do well.

· Student must be highly self-motivated, hard-working, and be able and willing to spend about 10 to 12 hours a week on this class.  I reserve the right to turn down students whose workload appears to be so excessive as to create scheduling conflicts.

· Student must be willing to assume responsibility for keeping up with the class schedule. A student who falls more than 2 weeks behind in his/her assignments without a serious reason (illness, catastrophic event, family problems, etc.) may be asked to withdraw from the class.

Technological requirements:

· Computer with at least Windows XP operating system. A Mac computer is fine.

 Extremely reliable Internet access and email for both student and parents.  
 Essential: anti-virus and firewall protection.
 A commonly-used word processor, such as Microsoft Word.

 Adobe Acrobat Reader installed.  The latest version may be downloaded for free from the Internet at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
 If available in your area and within your financial means, high-speed Internet is a big plus, though not required.

Class description:

The class is a study of the social, economic, cultural, intellectual, political and diplomatic history of Europe and its place in the history of the world from 1300 to the early 21st century.  It thoroughly prepares students for the College Board exam, and the workload is equivalent to a full-year introductory college class.  Taking the AP European History exam in May 2011 is a requirement. 

Length of Class & College Board Exam

The class begins Monday, August 23, 2010 and ends with the exam on Friday, May 6, 2011.  The exam lasts 3 hours.  Holidays will have minimal assignments or short breaks.  

General Objectives of the Class:
· develop a knowledge of European history from the Late Middle Ages to the present 

· analyze relationships in European political, social, economic and intellectual history 

· analyze and interpret primary and secondary historical materials 

· develop skills in written and verbal historical analysis 

· develop an understanding and greater awareness of European history and its effect on other nations
My Personal Objectives:

1. Thoroughly prepare my students for the College Board AP exam in May.

2. Instill in my students a lasting love of history.

Workload of this Course:

The syllabus will be sent to the student once enrollment is complete.  However, to get an idea of the workload, here is a general description of the weekly assignments:

· Read a chapter in the textbook.  Chapters are usually around 30 pages, smallish print, college-level reading.  

· Work in a review book, study guide, or additional reading.  

· Two or three times a month, write a 500-800 word essay.  Some essays are timed and must be taken online. 

· Online research.

· Actively participate in online class interaction in various ways, which are described in the syllabus. Regular participation is an integral part of the class and will count towards the final grade! 

· The above are the required and minimal assignments.  Students wishing to earn a 4 or a 5 on the College Board exam should go beyond this — extra reading is highly encouraged! 
· The recommended 10-12 hours a week would include, besides the above, watching videos, reading historical fiction or non-fiction, doing Internet research, etc.

Homework and Deadlines: Students do not "meet" at a scheduled time, but all homework is due by the deadline listed on the syllabus.  The students communicate via the message board on the password-protected website.
Textbooks:  There are three required textbooks, as well as several optional texts.  A rough estimate of cost is $100 to $150, although books may be bought either new or used.  
Summer Reading:

· A biography of a famous European of your choice (15th – 20th century) who made a significant contribution to the science, literature, music or art of his or her time.  You must email me with your choice for prior approval.

· Read Chapter 11 in the textbook before the beginning of class.  The class actually starts with Chapter 12.  Chapter 11 will give you background information that you are expected to know, but you will not be tested on it in the AP exam.

· Read the Introduction of AP European History: An Essential Coursebook.

Choose and read two of the following titles:

· A Man for All Seasons by Robert Bolt

· The Children of Henry VIII by Alison Weir
· The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen

· Nicholas and Alexandra, by Robert Massie

· Joan of Arc by Mark Twain
The above books should be relatively easy to find.  Try your local library first.  If you have to buy them, you can find them in paperback editions.

Grades and Progress Reports:

I will send midyear and final progress reports to the parents, as well as giving a final letter grade for class work and participation.  College credit is based on the student’s score on the AP exam in May.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE INSTRUCTOR, THE STUDENT, AND THE PARENTS

Instructor's Responsibility:  I will:

 instruct and give assistance in understanding the material

 correct the essays and other work

 respond promptly to emails from the student or parents
 assist with research ideas

 suggest additional reading or research
 alert parents if the student is falling behind on the assignments or if I detect signs of stress or of being overwhelmed
 provide guidance counseling for students interested in a history major or career

Student's Responsibility:  Students are expected to:

 complete all assignments by the weekly deadline
 participate on the website on a regular basis
 communicate with me promptly if they have a problem understanding the text, meeting a deadline, or submitting their work
 request permission in advance for a possible extension, should family needs or conflicting schedules require it.  Flexibility will be permitted, within reason.
Parents' Responsibility:  Parents should:

 obtain their own email address if they haven't one already

 obtain the required texts before the beginning of the class.  It is best to do this as soon as enrollment is confirmed, as it may take several weeks to get the books.

 provide the student with reasonable access time to the Internet.  Allow up to two hours a day, although not always every day.

 make sure their student has a reliable computer and reliable Internet access before the class begins.

 check their email regularly and acknowledge receipt of any instructor email that requires an answer.

 be prepared to administer the midterm and the final exams to their student.  Write the dates of these exams (will be in the syllabus) on your calendar so as not to conflict with family vacations or other activities.

 alert me if they see signs of stress in their students.  This is a challenging class, but students often feel reluctant to admit that they are feeling overwhelmed.

Parents can greatly contribute to the success of this class by encouraging the student, occasionally reminding him/her of deadlines, or offering to quiz him/her on difficult subject matter, etc.  Although I will be your student's primary instructor, parents’ cooperation is very helpful to their students.  Ultimately, however, the student is the one responsible for completing all assignments and submitting them on time.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to email me.  If you are ready to enroll, please return complete and return the Application Form via email as soon as possible.  I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Meghan Bishop Paher
Part II — Application Form

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

2010-2011
Please return only Part II.  Please type your responses unbold.
Return the application to me, not to PHAA: You may send it as a Word attachment, or send it via snail mail.  Questions 1 - 18 may be answered by either the student or the parent.  Questions 19-23 must be answered by the student.
1. Student's full name:
2. Nickname if applicable:
3. Sex:
4. Date of birth:
5. High school grade in the coming academic year:
6. Snail mail address:
7. Phone number, including area code:
8.  Alternate phone number, if available:

8. Parents’/guardians’ names:
9.  Which parent/guardian will I correspond with?

10. Relationship to student:

11. Parent or guardian’s email address:
12.  Student's email address:
13. Are you fully homeschooled? 
14.  Standardized Test Scores 

List as many of the following as applicable with the month and date the tests were taken:

PSAT

SAT I

ACT

AP

Other (list name of standardized test, date taken, and score)

15.  Outside Evaluation
Please provide one or two teachers or evaluators other than the parent, who can vouch for any or all of the following:  the student's abilities in time management, independent learning skills, reliability in turning work in on time, and enthusiasm for learning.
Name:

Email:

Relationship to student:

Name:

Email:

Relationship to student:

16. Parent/Guardian’s Evaluation 

To be completed by a parent/guardian.  Please write a brief (1-2 paragraph) evaluation of the student’s abilities and readiness to take on an intensive, college-level class with heavy reading and writing components.  What are the student’s strengths?  With what do you expect he/she might struggle?
17.  Previous History Courses
List history course taken (at home, online, high school, community college, etc.), and in what grades.

18.  Other 2010-2011 Classes

List any other college-level courses you will be taking this year (other AP classes, community college courses, etc.).
To be answered by the student (feel free to write as much as you want):

19a.  Extra-Curricular

List all extra-curricular activities for the coming school year.  Include items such as a part-time job, music or debate competitions, dance lessons, community college courses, church activities, or any other VERY time-consuming outside activities.

19b.  Be aware that any AP class involves a significant amount of time commitment.  How do you plan to balance a heavy extra-curricular schedule with your academic schedule? 

20.  List 10 or more books (list titles and authors) you have read for pleasure over the past year and a half.  Do not include abridged works.

21.  List 5-10 fiction or non-fiction books you were required to read for school (literature, non-fiction, etc., but not textbooks).
22.  Of the books listed in Questions 20 & 21, which two did you enjoy the most?  What did you like about them?  Did they stretch/challenge your reading ability or vocabulary?  How so?  What made them interesting?
23.  Personal Essay

Submit a personal essay describing your background in history and your reasons for wanting to take this class. Include descriptions of anything  that may demonstrate a strong interest in history — trips to other countries, reading historical novels, field trips to famous homes, museums or battlefields, interest in genealogy, "foreign" parents or grandparents, etc.  The essay should be at least 500 words, but may be longer.







